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agency confirmed four c ases i n wh i c h t h e i l l ega l . i m i t a t i o n
was not effective in removing fluid caused by the patient' s
heart conditions. T hree pat i en t s h a d to be hospitalized
after taking the illegal version. T he f ou r t h , a l re ad y
hospi t a l i z e d , b e c ame ser i o u s l y i l l . If you don't think that
i s wor t h a cr i me o f a misdemeanor, then I don't know what
is .

PRESIDENT: Chair recognizes Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. S enator P i r s c h ,
would you u i e l d t o a q u e s t io n , p l e a s e? Did you j us t n o w say
that you were going to consider taking the manufacturers out
of the bill, and by that did you mean giving t hem a
different penalty~

SENATOR PIRSCH: I ' m se r i ou s l y t h i nk i ng of making it a more
serious crime for the manufacturer if we are concerned that
they are getting the same as the seller and the distributor.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Okay, thank you. I wanted to clarify that
because I wasn't sure what you meant by it.

SENATOR PIRSCH: No, I wasn't going to take them out of the
b i l l , no .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Okay, t hank you . Se n a t o r s , I th ink what
sways me the most on this is this handout ~.:hich I finally
got to read from the Nebraska Pharmacists Association. In
the third paragraph it says these pr odu c ts ar e c lear l y a
menace to the public health. But what really hits me is
t hey serve n o use f u l pu r p o se , so why would we ev e n w an t t o
see them manufactured. We know that in some cases they have
s erved a de st r uc t i ve pu r p o s e , but t hey don ' t se r v e any
u sefu l p u r p o s e . The other thing that. ..I had intended to
vote for this bill all along, but Senator Chambers and
Senator L a n d is h ave b r o u gh t up some questions in my mind.
And my friend, Senator Smith, talking about not giving the
same penalty to others as you do the manufacturers, that
also makes me t hink that on Select File t here shou l d
definitely be a different penalty, maybe. But I'm going to
wait an d he ar t h e arguments on it when somebody c o mes up
with that amendment for the manufacturer as opposed t o t h e
receiver. I'm not dead set on i t , but i t makes sen s e
Right now it does. Many is the time I' ve thought something
made sense, and then after I listened to Senator Chambers or
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